
The buddy programme at the HfMT cologne 

Information for international participants 

 
The buddy programme is designed to help international newcomers and provide access to 
the student life at the HfMT. Every participating international newcomer is partnered with a 
so-called “buddy” – a current student who is already familiar with the university’s structure, 
the city and everyday life in Germany. Buddies will provide a helping hand throughout the 
first semester, making the start of studies much easier. 
 
This is what the buddy programme consists of: 

- Getting in contact before the term starts 
We try to put the buddies in contact with each other as soon as possible. The 
buddies get each other’s email addresses to get in contact before the term starts, for 
example to discuss the arrival in Germany. 

- Pickup from the airport Cologne/Bonn or Cologne train station (if 
wanted) 
It’s not always easy to find your way out of an airport into the city. A buddy at the 
airport can be very helpful! However, buddies can only be asked to pick you up at 
Cologne/Bonn airport; if you arrive at an airport that’s further away, discuss a pickup 
from the Cologne train station! 

- Help during the search for accommodation 
Of course, the search for a place to stay is something you have to do on your own. 
The buddies may help with useful information, though. They know the best websites 
for finding an apartment, how to apply for a room in a student’s dorm, and where the 
best areas are for students. 

- Help during the start of studies 
The buddies are there to help you with all the questions that arise during the start of 
studies. That is, however, not to be mistaken with student counselling! The buddies 
can help you with general questions regarding the way the practice system works, 
where the rooms are, how to create your own schedule, etc. 

- Accompaniment to municipal authorities 
The language barrier is usually strongest when it comes to municipal authorities. You 
will have to go there eventually, though, for your visa, etc. If you don’t feel 
comfortable going on your own, ask your buddy to accompany you to the 
authorities!  

- Being there for you as a buddy 
Your buddy is there to help you during your first semester, and you can consider him 
a friend. Of course, your buddy cannot help you with everything, but if you need help 
with something that’s not directly connected to your studies, ask him if he can help 
you anyway. He may say no, but that’s about the worst that could happen! 
 
 
Of course, there are no limits to your commitment! The buddy 
programme is designed to give you the opportunity to get in touch with 
each other, learn more about Germany and German culture, and maybe 
even become friends! It is up to you to decide how you want to make that 
happen – if you only want to talk every once in a while, if you form a band 
and make music together, or if you even move in with each other – who 
knows? 


